
ASLP 5775 2019 
 

Page 1 | Department | College or School | University of North Texas 

 

 

University of North Texas 
College of Health and Public Service 

Department of Audiology & Speech-Language Pathology 
Research Methods 

Fall 2019 

 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 

• ASLP 5775, 3 credit hours 

• Thursday, 8.00 – 10.50, Hickory Hall Rm 252 

 

Instructor Contact Information 

• Dr. Annalise Fletcher 

• Email: Annalise.Fletcher@unt.edu 

• Office #: UNT Speech & Hearing Center, 216 

• Office hours – please email me to schedule an appointment 

• Teaching Assistant: Erin Hebert, erinhebert@my.unt.edu 

 

Course Description 

This course is designed for speech pathology students to support their knowledge and implementation 

of evidence-based practice (EBP). To stay well-informed of current movements in clinical practice, and to 

offer the best intervention possible in service to clients with communication disorders, it is essential that 

student professionals are confident in evaluating, forming opinions about, and drawing conclusions from 

published research. Students will also learn important considerations in developing valid and reliable 

outcome measurements for their own daily interventions with clients. 

 

Learning Objectives:  

On completion of the course, students will be able to: 

• Define evidence‐based practice (EBP) in a speech-language pathology context 

• Accurately frame and formulate clinical questions  

• Systematically search for research literature relevant to clinical topics of interest 

• Assess the relevance of clinical research 

• Discuss research design using scientific terminology 

• Understand concepts of hypothesis testing, statistical significance, and effect size 

• Evaluate and critique the various components of a research article 

• Discuss issues related to the responsible conduct of research 

• Synthesize literature to address a clinical question  

• Effectively and efficiently communicate EBP foundations of clinical practice  
 

Required Textbooks:  
Orlikoff, R. F., Schiavetti, N., & Metz, D. E. (2015). Evaluating research in communication disorders, 7th 

edition. Boston, MA: Pearson. (ISBN‐10: 0‐13‐335201‐3) (Referenced in syllabus as “OSM”) 
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Materials distributed in class will be posted throughout the semester on Canvas. However, please make 
arrangements with classmates if you need to miss class to review any details you may have missed. To 
access Canvas class page go to https://unt.instructure.com/ and login with your EUID and password. This 
course will include some journal article readings, in addition to the class textbooks. Links to additional 
readings will be posted on the canvas site.  
 
Teaching Philosophy 
As a teacher, I aim to foster critical thinking and the desire to be a life-long learner. To achieve this, my 
courses provide supported opportunities for students to perform their own evaluation of research 
literature. This is intended to provide students with the skills required to evaluate new assessments and 
treatment approaches when working in our fast-growing profession. My goal is to foster a classroom 
culture that embraces the evaluation research while also considering the unique needs of the client in 
determining appropriate treatment plans. I use the International Classification of Functioning, Disability 
and Health (ICF) as a framework when considering the assessment and treatment of communication 
disorders in all my classes. 
 

Attendance and Class Participation 
Regular attendance in class and participation in class discussions is strongly encouraged for all students. 
It is to your advantage to arrange to obtain thorough notes from class members when you are unable to 
attend and participate in lectures. I will always be available to meet one-on-one during the semester if 
there are any aspects of course content you would like to discuss. Please plan accordingly if you need to 
miss class.  

 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS/ASSISTANCE 
UIT Help Desk: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm 

The University of North Texas provides student technical support in the use of Canvas and supported 
resources. The student help desk may be reached at: 
 
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu      
Phone: 940.565-2324 
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130 
Hours are: 

• Monday-Thursday 8am-midnight 

• Friday 8am-8pm 

• Saturday 9am-5p 

• Sunday 8am-midnight 
 

• Canvas technical requirements: https://clear.unt.edu/supported-

technologies/canvas/requirements 

 
Minimum Technical Skills Needed 

• Ability to navigate the Canvas learning management system 

• Ability to send emails with attachments, create and submit files in commonly used word 
processing program formats 

https://unt.instructure.com/
http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm
mailto:helpdesk@unt.edu
https://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/hours.htm
https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements
https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements
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Student Academic Support Services 

• Code of Student Conduct: provides Code of Student Conduct along with other useful links 
• Office of Disability Access: exists to prevent discrimination based on disability and to help 

students reach a higher level of independence  
• Counseling and Testing Services: provides counseling services to the UNT community, as well as 

testing services; such as admissions testing, computer-based testing, career testing, and other 
tests  

• UNT Libraries 
• UNT Learning Center: provides a variety of services, including tutoring, to enhance the student 

academic experience 
• UNT Writing Center: offers free writing tutoring to all UNT students, undergraduate and 

graduate, including online tutoring 
• Succeed at UNT: information regarding how to be a successful student at UNT 

 
COMMUNICATING WITH YOUR INSTRUCTOR 
Both canvas and email will be used to communicate directly with students. Email is the preferred 

method for contacting your professor, and you can generally expect a response within 48 hours. Grades 

from assignments and tests will be posted as soon as possible and you can generally expect feedback 

within two weeks. 

ASSESSMENT & GRADING 
 

Overview of Course Assessments Percentage of 

Final Grade 

Due Date 

Test 1 25 10/3 

Assignment: Evaluating the Evidence 

3000-word literature review on a clinical 

question of your choice 

30 11/14 

Small Group Activities + Facilitation of One 

Class Discussion 

20 Weekly group 

activities/discussions 

throughout the 

semester 

Final 25 Tuesday 12/10 

8:00 - 10:00 a.m 

 

Grading Scale: A: 90-100%, B:80-89%, C:70-79%, D:60-69%, F: below 60% 

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
http://disability.unt.edu/
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
http://www.library.unt.edu/
https://learningcenter.unt.edu/home
http://writingcenter.unt.edu/
https://success.unt.edu/
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CALENDAR 
 Include an outline of all due dates for the course.  

Date Course Content Readings 

Week 1 
8/29  

Why do SLPs need to know about 
research methods?  
What is confirmation bias? 
How do we obtain new knowledge and 
what is unique about the scientific 
method? 

OSM Chapter 1 

Week 2 
9/5  

What are the most common journals 
used in our field?  
What is the process for submitting new 
research?  
Are all journals considered equal?  
Searching for treatment evidence: How 
should we frame our clinical research 
questions? 
 

OSM Appendix B 

Week 3 
9/12  

Visit from Subject Librarian Jennifer 
Rowe: A practical tutorial for searching 
for literature and managing your 
references 
 

Individual readings via group activity 

Week 4 
9/19  

What is a “prospective study”? 
What is an “experimental” study?  
Randomization and considerations for 
population sampling. 

OSM Chapter 3 
 

Week 5 
9/26  

Dependent Variables  
What is the best way to measure 
treatment change? 
What is “blinding”? 
What does it mean to be a valid or 
reliable measurement? 

OSM Chapter 4 
OSM Chapter 6 

Week 6 
10/3  

Test 1  

Week 7 
10/10 
 

How to Identify and Check for Threats 

to the Validity of a Study’s Findings 

 

OSM Chapter 4 
OSM Chapter 6 

Week 8 
10/17 
 

Hypothesis Testing, Effect sizes and p 

values 

OMS Chapter 7 

Week 9 
10/24  

Hypothesis Testing, Effect sizes and p 
values 

OMS Chapter 8 

Week 10 
10/31  

Evaluating Common Issues in 

Treatment Studies: reproducibility, 

maintenance of treatment effects, 

attrition 

OSM Chapter 5 
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Identifying Pseudoscience: What are 
the red flags? 

Week 11 
11/07  

Rating research: A practical tutorial To be assigned 

Week 12 
11/14  

Research Ethics  
(Assignment Due) 

 

Week 13 
11/21  

Single case design considerations OSM Chapter 4 
 

Week 14 
11/28  

Thanksgiving  

Week 15 
12/5 
 
 

Review OSM Chapter 10 

Week 16 
12/10 
 

Finals Week  Final to be held on Tuesday 12/10 

8:00 - 10:00 a.m 

 

COURSE POLICIES 
 
Assignment Policy 
The University is committed to providing a reliable online course system to all users. However, in the 
event of any unexpected server outage or any unusual technical difficulty which prevents students from 
completing a time sensitive assessment activity, the instructor will extend the time windows and provide 
an appropriate accommodation based on the situation. Students should immediately report any 
problems to the instructor and contact the UNT Student Help Desk: helpdesk@unt.edu or 940.565.2324. 
The instructor and the UNT Student Help Desk will work with the student to resolve any issues at the 
earliest possible time. 
 
Instructor Responsibilities 
As a teacher, it is my responsibility to help you learn and achieve in this course. To the best of my ability, 
I will provide clear instructions for all assessments, including grading rubrics for assignments, and 
additional resources for studying. If you have any questions or concerns about course content or 
assessments, please do not hesitate to email me. 
 
Late Work  
If you must miss class, please email me a copy of your assignment and/or arrange through another 
student for your assignment to be submitted on the due date as specified on the syllabus. Late 
submissions will not be accepted and will earn a grade of zero (‘F’) accordingly. In exceptional 
circumstances, extensions may be granted, but this MUST be arranged with me at least 72 hours in 
advance of the due date. 
 
Syllabus Change Policy 
If there are any policy changes (i.e. grading, attendance) during the semester, a new/revised syllabus 
will be provided to all students. Any changes to due dates will be discussed in class and shared via 
canvas. 
 

mailto:helpdesk@unt.edu
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UNT POLICIES 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic 

Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to 

cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of 

academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition 

to expulsion from the University.  

ADA Policy 
 
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 
accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a 
disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to 
faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new 
letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu. 
 
Emergency Notification & Procedures 
 
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of 
an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like 
chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for 
contingency plans for covering course materials. 
 
Retention of Student Records 
 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. 
All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration 
of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed 
via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe 
electronic environment for one year. Students have the right to view their individual record; however, 
information about student’s records will not be divulged to other individuals without proper written 
consent. Students are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the University’s policy. See UNT Policy 10.10, Records 
Management and Retention for additional information.  
 
Acceptable Student Behavior 
 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 
at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct 
violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all 

disability.unt.edu
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instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, 
etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 
 
Access to Information - Eagle Connect 

Students’ access point for business and academic services at UNT is located at: my.unt.edu. All official 
communication from the University will be delivered to a student’s Eagle Connect account. For more 
information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to forward e-mail: 
eagleconnect.unt.edu/  
 
Student Evaluation Administration Dates 
 
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student 
evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be made 
available during weeks 13, 14 and 15 of the Fall semester to provide students with an opportunity to 
evaluate how this course is taught. Students will receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations 
via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Students should look for the 
email in their UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete the survey. Once students 
complete the survey they will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted. For 
additional information, please visit the SPOT website at http://spot.unt.edu/ or email spot@unt.edu. 
 
Sexual Assault Prevention 
 
UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, 
including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal 
laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis 
of sex, and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual 
harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available 
to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been 
impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, 
contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room 
change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both on and off 
campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of 
Students Office at 940-565- 2648. Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially 
reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565 2759. 
 

 

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
https://my.unt.edu/
http://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect
no-reply@iasystem.org
http://spot.unt.edu/
spot@unt.edu
SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu
oeo@unt.edu

